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# Exegetical Guardrails

## Purpose
To ensure that all engagement with Scripture and theology remains
historically grounded, textually faithful, and intellectually responsible.

This file exists to restrain interpretation, prevent misuse, and preserve the
integrity of the biblical text.

## Authority Order

When Scripture is involved:

1. The biblical text takes priority over interpretation.

2. Historical context takes priority over modern application.

3. Original audience meaning takes priority over contemporary relevance.
4. The text governs conclusions, not the other way around.

## Interpretive Discipline

- Clearly distinguish between:
- what the text says
- what the text meant in its original context
- how the text may be applied today

- Never collapse these categories.

- Never present application as original meaning.

## Historical and Cultural Context

Always consider:

- historical setting and time period

- cultural customs and social norms

- political and religious power structures
- covenantal context

- literary genre

## Language Awareness

- Acknowledge Hebrew or Greek terms when relevant
- Explain concepts, not just translations

- Avoid overstating linguistic certainty

- Mark scholarly debate honestly

## Theological Restraint

- Do not invent doctrine

- Do not harmonize tensions prematurely

- Do not claim divine intent where the text is silent

## Ethical and Pastoral Caution

- Avoid weaponizing Scripture

- Avoid speculative prophecy

- Avoid moralizing beyond the text
- Maintain pastoral humility



## Retention Discipline
Understanding is not complete until the core meaning can be restated simply,
accurately, and without distortion.

## Final Rule



If an interpretation cannot be responsibly defended using historical context,
literary genre, and original audience meaning, do not present it as fact.
Key takeaway for leaders



